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In this newsletter:
Upcoming CPIN Distinguished Lectures
Trainee news: program completion

CPIN Research Day Event Report

2025-2026 CPIN Distinguished Lectures

CPIN Distinguished Lecture

Speaker | Dr. Michael Granato, PhD (Speaker Information)

Professor, University of Pennsilvenia

Title | "Molecular Mechanisms of spontaneous

CNS axon regeneration”

Date | Wednesday November 12th, 2025

Time | 3:00 PM
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Location | MS 3153, Medical Sciences Building,
1 King's College Cir, Toronto, ON M5S 3K3

Host | Dr. Philippe Monnier, PhD
Professor, Department of Physiology,
University of Toronto

Senior Scientist, Krembil Brain Institute, Toronto

Co-sponsor | Department of Physiology, University of Toronto

More Information

CPIN Distinguished Lecture

Speaker | Dr. Michel Modo (Speaker Information)

Professor in Radiology & Bioengineering,
University of Pittsburgh

Departments of Radiology & Bioengineering
McGowan Institute for Regenerative Medicine,
Centre for the Neural Basis of

Cognition & Centre for Neuroscience

2025-11-19, 4:50 PM

Title | "Bioscaffold-induced brain tissue regeneration after stroke"

Date | Wednesday November 19th, 2025

Time | 2:00 PM

Location | RED ROOM, Donnelly Centre,
160 College St, Toronto, ON M5S 3E1
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Host| Dr- Cindi M. Morshead, PhD
Professor, Division of Anatomy,

Department of Surgery

More Information

CPIN Emerging Leaders in Neuroscience Lecture

Speaker | Dr. Andrew Holmes, PhD (Speaker Information)
Senior Investigator, National Institute
on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism at the

National Institutes of Health

Title | "Time and Punishment: neural circuits shaping

the encoding of adversity"

Date | Monday December 1st, 2025

Time | 10:30 AM

Location | SW403, Science Wing,
University of Toronto - Scarborough
1265 Military Trail, Toronto, ON M1C 1A4

Zoom option will be announced at a later date

Host | Dr. Robert Rozeske, PhD
Assistant professor, Department of Psychology

University of Toronto - Scarborough

Co-sponsor | Department of Psychology,

University of Toronto-Scarborough

More Information
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CPIN Distinguished Lecture

Speaker |

Title |

Date |

Time |

Location |

Host |

2025-11-19, 4:50 PM

Dr. Steve Maren, PhD (Speaker Information)

Professor and Director,
Beckman Institute for Advanced Science and Technology,

University of lllinois Urbana-Champaign

"A tale of two memories: The brain circuits that fight over fear"

Tuesday, December 9th, 2025

4:00 PM

The Hospital for Sick Children, Peter Gilgan Centre
for Research and Learning (PGCRL),

Multimedia room 03.9320 (third floor)

Zoom option: https://utoronto.zoom.us/j/82548643891

(Passcode: 961881) **St. George students are expected

and encouraged to attend in person.

Dr. Maithe Arruda Carvalho,
Associate Professor,
Department of Psychology,
University of Toronto

Dr. Sheena Josselyn,

Senior Scientist,

Neurosciences & Mental Health,

Hospital for Sick Children

Co-sponsor | The Hospital for Sick Children,

https://us20.campaign-archive.com/?u=438794782afc26cafb5774895&id=c2365cd04b
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Neurosciences and Mental Health

More Information

CPIN Trainees should fill the online lecture report form following the lecture.

Congratulations CPIN Faculty

We are proud to share that Dr. Melanie Woodin, a valued member of the
Bl Collaborative Program in Neuroscience faculty, has been officially installed
= as the 17th President of the University of Toronto — and notably, the first

woman to hold this role in the institution’s nearly 200-year history.

A distinguished neuroscientist and former Dean of the Faculty of Arts and
Science, Dr. Woodin formally assumed the presidency during a ceremony
at Convocation Hall this October. In her installation address, she spoke

about the university’s mission during a time of significant global challenges

and emphasized that “we must rise to meet this moment.” She also reflected on U of T’s long history of
scholarship and discovery, its culture of curiosity and dialogue, and its continued commitment to truth and

reconciliation.

Please join us in congratulating Dr. Woodin on this historic and well-deserved milestone. CPIN is honored to count

her among our faculty and looks forward to her visionary leadership at the university’s helm.

Read the full story on the University of Toronto News website

Welcome New CPIN Faculty Member
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We would like to welcome Dr. Amy Boyle (Assistant Professor,
Department of Psychiatry, Department of Pharmacology and
Toxicology,University of Toronto), to the CPIN Program. Dr. Boyle is a
prinipal investigator at CAMH specializing in PET imaging and
radiopharmaceuticals. Her research focuses on identifying biomarkers that
are common to oncology and neuroinflammatory/neurodegenerative

diseases through PET imaging. In recent work she studied the

pj\‘ neuroinflammatory and neurodegenerative biomarkers cyclooxygenases-1
! and -1, and glycogen synthase kinase-3 in preclinical models of oncology.

She is currently focused on PET imaging of neuroinflammation for early diagnosis of multiple sclerosis. The

overall goal of Dr. Boyle’s work is to hasten the development of effective PET imaging agents for oncology by

learning from neuroinflammation, and vice versa.

We would like to welcome Dr. Vijay Ramaswamy (Associate Professor,
Department of Pediatrics, Department of Medical Biophysics, University of
Toronto), to the CPIN Program. Vijay Ramaswamy completed his MD at
the University of Alberta, PhD at the University of Toronto and Pediatric

Neurology and Neuro-Oncology training at the University of Alberta and

Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center. He is currently a Scientist at the

\ Sickkids Research Institute in the Developmental and Stem Cell Biology

. Program, is an Associate Professor at the University of Toronto in the
Departments of Medical Biophysics and Paediatrics, and holds a Canada

Research Chair in Pediatric Neuro-Oncology. His research interests are focused primarily on leveraging functional

genomic approaches to understand the mechanisms of treatment resistance and relapse in high risk pediatric

brain tumours, particularly medulloblastoma and ependymoma.
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We would like to welcome Dr. Caleb Browne (Assistant Professor,
Department of Psychiatry, University of Toronto), to the CPIN Program. Dr.
Caleb Browne is a scientist in the Brain Health Imaging Centre at the
Centre for Addiction and Mental Health (CAMH). Dr. Browne obtained his
Master’s and PhD from the University of Toronto in the Department of

Psychology, conducting his research at CAMH. After completing his

graduate studies, Dr. Browne pursued further training at the Icahn school
of medicine at Mount Sinai in New York where he completed an NSERC-
sponsored Postdoctoral Fellowship and subsequently held a junior faculty
position as an instructor. He then returned to CAMH and the University of Toronto as faculty. Dr. Browne's
research focuses on delineating brain mechanisms coordinating motivation and how dysfunctions in these
processes contribute to addiction. A primary goal of his work is to identify and reverse persistent, drug-induced
neurobiological changes that contribute to relapse — a major obstacle in effective addiction treatment.
Key areas of research include:
Transcriptional and epigenetic remodeling in substance use disorder
Neural circuit dysfunctions promoting relapse vulnerability
Serotonin-dopamine interactions in control of incentive motivation
The Browne lab employs sophisticated behavioral analysis in rodents, particularly intravenous drug self-
administration paradigms that enable modeling of voluntary drug intake. Integrating these methodologies with
state-of-the-art techniques to profile and manipulate brain function across molecular and circuit levels, ongoing
work spans multiple frontiers in neuroscience. The overarching goal of work in the Browne lab is to translate
comprehensive preclinical insights into actionable treatment targets for addiction. At CAMH, this is facilitated by
unparalleled collaborative opportunities across neuroscientific disciplines and synergies with clinically oriented

research initiatives.
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We would like to welcome Dr. Jurgen Germann (Assistant Professor,
Institute of Biomaterials and Biomedical Engineering, University of
Toronto), to the CPIN Program. Dr. Germann is a scientist and Principal
Investigator at the Krembil Research Institute, University Health Network,
in Toronto. His research focuses on brain mapping and modelling to
investigate the neural correlates of normal and abnormal thought
processes using neuroimaging and computational analysis. The work aims

to identify relevant brain networks and optimize treatment to maximize

patient benefits with an emphasis on neurodegenerative diseases of aging

and mental health.

We would like to welcome Dr. Rachel Harding (Assistant Professor,
Leslie Dan Faculty of Pharmacy, Department of Pharmacology and
Toxicology, University of Toronto), to the CPIN Program. Dr. Harding is an
Assistant Professor in the Faculty of Pharmacy, is a Principal Investigator

at the Structural Genomics Consortium and is also cross-appointed to the

Department of Pharmacology and Toxicology, all at the University of
Toronto. Dr. Harding completed both her undergraduate (MBiochem) and

graduate (DPhil) studies at the University of Oxford, the latter training in

— the lab of Dr. Susan Lea. Dr. Harding moved to the University of Toronto
for her postdoctoral training in the lab of Dr. Cheryl Arrowsmith. Dr. Harding was awarded the prestigious
Huntington’s Disease Society of America Berman-Topper Family Career Development Fellowship for her research
on the structure-function of the Huntington’s disease protein, huntingtin, work that has continued into her
independent research career. Her contributions to the field of Huntington’s were further recognised with her award
of the 2024 Nancy Wexler Young Investigator Prize, an honour bestowed upon a researcher whose work reflects

the highest calibre of excellence, diligence and creative thinking.

Congratulations CPIN Trainee
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Congratulations to CPIN student member Edgardo Torres-Carmona
(Institute of Medical Sciences, supervised by Dr. Ariel Graff-Guerrero and
Dr. Philip Gerretsen) on completing the CPIN requirements and graduating
from his PhD program. Edgardo Torres-Carmona, PhD, completed his
doctoral training in the Institute of Medical Science at the University of
Toronto and the Collaborative Program in Neuroscience, conducting his
research at the Centre for Addiction and Mental Health (CAMH) under the

supervision of Dr. Ariel Graff-Guerrero and Dr. Philip Gerretsen. His work

focused on identifying neurobiological markers of treatment resistance in
schizophrenia using multimodal brain imaging and machine-learning approaches. In collaboration with research
groups in Japan and Mexico, Edgardo established a multi-site neuroimaging repository and developed predictive
models based on cortical morphology that show potential for earlier clinical identification of treatment resistance.
He has also made this resource freely available to support open and reproducible science, contributing to ongoing
advances in precision psychiatry. During his PhD, Edgardo published multiple peer-reviewed manuscripts on
advanced cortical morphological measures and presented his work at international conferences as well as to a
federal scientific agency. Throughout his training, he mentored undergraduate and graduate trainees and
contributed to collaborative projects bridging neuroimaging, machine learning, and clinical psychiatry. Edgardo is

committed to advancing translational neuroscience to improve patient care in severe mental iliness.

Congratulations to CPIN student member Dr. Jessica (Jessi) Teich
(Music and Health Sciences, supervised by Dr. Michael Thaut) on
completing the CPIN requirements and graduating from her PhD program.
Dr. Jessica (Jessi) Teich is a board-certified and accredited music
therapist (MT-BC, MTA) and a Neurologic Music Therapy® Fellow (NMT-
F™). She recently completed her PhD in Music and Health Sciences at
the University of Toronto’s Music and Health Sciences Research

Collaboratory (MaHRC), under the supervision of Dr. Michael Thaut. Her

doctoral research examined spontaneous music making as an access
point to a spontaneous non-verbal language system and investigated the effects of Neurologic Music Therapy®
(NMT) sensorimotor applications on motor coordination in children with autism spectrum disorder (ASD),
contributing to the growing body of knowledge on sensorimotor synchronization and timing in neurodevelopmental
conditions. During her time as a CPIN student, Dr. Teich published multiple peer-reviewed papers, co-authored

two chapters in the Oxford Handbook of Neurologic Music Therapy (2nd ed.), and presented her work at several
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international conferences. She received multiple awards, including the Graduate Professional Development Fund,
the School of Graduate Studies (SGS) Conference Grant, and the University of Toronto Doctoral Completion
Award. Dr. Teich also held a leadership role, mentoring and supervising emerging clinicians and scholars in music
and health research. Her interdisciplinary work bridges neuroscience, music, and clinical application to advance

evidence-based approaches supporting neurodivergent and neurologically complex populations.

NeuroSci 101 - Call for Volunteer Lecturers

CALL FOR VOLUNTEER LECTURERS!

NeuroSci 101 is a neuroscience course for high-school students and an integral component of the outreach
program organized by the CPIN since 2010. The contribution of CPIN student and postdoctoral members to the
program has been instrumental in successfully introducing neuroscience concepts to young minds in an

accessible manner. Volunteer teachers have also gained invaluable teaching skills by participating.

The application for the NeuroSci101 Volunteer Lecturers is now open!

If you are interested in a volunteer lecturer position, please fill out the volunteer form here

Apply by: Friday, November 21st, 2025 at 11:59PM.

Questions? Email: Tina (miny.zhu@utoronto.ca) and CPIN office (p.neuroscience @utoronto.ca)

Share Your News With Us

We would love to hear from you!

CPIN Trainees and Faculty are encouraged to submit news about publications, awards, and other achievements

and activities to be featured on the CPIN website and newsletter. Please submit your news using the form here.

Reminders
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Applying to CPIN
Interested in a CPIN membership? We welcome
you to visit the CPIN website and fill out the
application forms.

For students: student application form

For postdoctoral fellows: postdoctoral

CPIN 2025-2026 Distinguished

Nominations

Lecturer

CPIN trainee & faculty members are welcome to
the 2024-

2025 Neuroscience Distinguished Lectureship

nominate potential speakers for

Series.

membership form

For faculty members: faculty membership form

CPIN Student Completion Form
CPIN graduate students who have completed
both their home department and CPIN trainee

requirements must fill in the online completion

form.

Nominations will be reviewed by the CPIN
Committee for approval. We would like again to
emphasize the importance of EDI in the CPIN

community and particularly encourage and

welcome nominees and/or nominators that
include visible minority groups, women,
Aboriginal persons, persons with disabilities,

members of sexual minority groups, and others.
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Krembil Research Institute
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CPIN Participating Units

Applied Psychology & Human Development
Biochemistry

Biomedical Engineering

Cell & Systems Biology

Computer Science

Dentistry

Immunology

Laboratory Medicine & Pathobiology
Medical Biophysics

Medical Science

Music

Pharmaceutical Sciences
Pharmacology & Toxicology
Physiology

Psychology

Public Health

Rehabilitation Science
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