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In this newsletter:

Upcoming CPIN Distinguished Lectures

Postdocs News: new members

Trainee News: new members, program completion

You can find an online version of this campaign on our website if you are interested in downloading it and keeping

it for your records. You can also click on the PDF icon on top right corner of this newsletter.

2025-2026 CPIN Distinguished Lectures

CPIN Distinguished Lecture 

   Speaker |  

 

     

 

Dr. Gina Rippon, PhD (Speaker Information)

Professor Emeritus,

Aston University, UK

          Title |

 
"The Lost Girls of Autism: an object lesson for neuroscience

research"

         

         Date |  

 
Wednesday, March 11th, 2026

         Time |  11:00 AM

 
   Location |  

 

Room 4043 (Psychology Lounge),

Sidney Smith Hall,

University of Toronto St. George

 

 

        Host |  

 

Dr. Gillian Einstein

Professor,

Department of Psychology,

Dalla Lana School of Public Health,

University of Toronto

Director and Founder, 

Collaborative Graduate Program in Women’s Health, 

University of Toronto

Liv Ansley-Engel, PhD Candidate (PSY, Dr. Rozeske’s lab),

Department of Psychology,

University of Toronto

 

Co-sponsor | 

 

Canadian Organization for Sex Differences (COGS)

Department of Psychology,

University of Toronto 

Wilfred and Joyce Posluns

 More Information

CPIN Distinguished Lecture 

    Speaker |  

 

     

 

Dr. Weichun Lin, PhD (Speaker Information)

Professor, Department of Neuroscience,

University of Texas Southwestern 

Medical Center at Dallas

          Title |   

 
"Understanding Synapse Formation Through

the Neuromuscular Junction"

         

         Date |  

 
Thursday, March 19th, 2026

        Time |   4:00 PM

    Location |  

 
MSB 2172, Medical Sciences Building,

1 King's College Cir, Toronto, ON M5S 3K3 

 
        Host |  

 

Dr. Shuzo Sugita, PhD

Professor, Department of Physiology

Senior Scientist, Krembil Brain Institute, UHN

 
Co-sponsor | 

 
Department of Physiology,

University of Toronto 

 More Information

CPIN Distinguished Lecture 

    Speaker |  

 

     

 

Dr. Wilma A. Bainbridge, PhD (Speaker Information)

Associate Professor,

Department of Psychology,

University of Chicago

          Title |   "Memories are predictable"

         

         Date |  

 
Wednesday, March 25th, 2026

        Time |  12:15 PM

 

  Location |  

 

Room 4043 (Psychology Lounge),

Sidney Smith Hall,

University of Toronto St. George

Zoom option: Meeting ID: 825 7319 9520

(Passcode: 648662)

 

       Host |  

 

Dr. Amy Finn, Associate Professor

Department of Psychology,

University of Toronto 

Ebbinghaus Empire: PCCN Talk Series 

 
Co-sponsor | 

 
Department of Psychology,

University of Toronto 

 More Information

CPIN Trainees should fill the online lecture report form following the lecture.

Welcome New CPIN Post-Doctoral Member

We would like to welcome Dr. Joshua Philippe Olorocisimo, to the CPIN

Program. Joshua Philippe Olorocisimo, PhD is a biomedical scientist,

neuroengineer, and data scientist whose work sits at the intersection of

systems neuroscience, artificial intelligence, and translational biotechnology.

He has authored over 10 peer-reviewed research articles spanning neural

interfaces, the gut microbiome-brain axis, and biophotonic systems, with work

presented at leading international conferences in North America, Europe, and

Asia. Joshua completed his PhD in Neuroengineering at the Nara Institute of

Science and Technology (NAIST), Japan, where he developed minimally invasive neural implants and applied

machine learning models to decode neural and behavioral dynamics related to pain and epilepsy. He

subsequently conducted postdoctoral research at the University of Toronto, within the Intelligent Sensory

Microsystems Lab, focusing on peripheral nerve interfaces, neuromodulation, and AI-driven analysis of movement

and behavior. He is currently an affiliated researcher with the lab, continuing collaborative research in neural

interfaces and intelligent biomedical devices. In parallel with his academic work, Joshua works as a Data Scientist

at Clarivate, where he develops and deploys AI and large language model–based systems to enhance drug

knowledge curation and R&D decision-making across large biomedical datasets. His broader interests include

NeuroAI, closed-loop neural systems, and the responsible application of AI to accelerate scientific discovery and

improve patient outcomes.

Welcome New Trainees

CPIN extends a warm welcome to the following new trainees!   
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Last Name First Name  Home Unit  Degree  Supervisor 

Carling Hannah APHD MA Dr. Jennifer Crosbie

Sehgal Shysta BME PhD Dr. Luka Milosevic

Kim Matthew CSB MSc Dr. Marla Sokolowski

Ugovsek Ryan CSB MSc Dr. Qian Lin

van Klei Rivka IMS MSc Dr. Daniel Felsky

Lekhnitskaia Polina IMS PhD Dr. Daniel Felsky

Yu Jennifer IMS MSc Dr. Meng-Chuan Lai

Coskun Ezgi IMS MSc Dr. Aylin Reid

Faisal Halima IMS MSc Dr. Mahavir Agarwal

Shafiq Rubab IMS MSc Dr. Yuliya Nikolova

Syed Omer IMS PhD Dr. Peter Giacobbe

Milne Orson Buster IMS MSc Dr. Michael Cusimano

Rehman Eesha IMS MSc Dr. Erin Dickie

Ionova Alena MBP MSc Dr. Kathryn Manning

Burns Grace MBP MSc Dr. Kathryn Manning

Wilson Elizabeth MBP MSc Dr. Liliana Attisano

Rameswaran Gaithtry MBP MSc Dr. Brad MacIntosh

Gangaram Selena MBP MSc Dr. Bradley MacIntosh

McIsaac Liv MUS  PhD Dr. Michael Thaut

Li Yinan Music PhD Dr. Michael Thaut

Fujiwara Emily PCL PhD Dr. Amy Ramsey

Painter Emily PSL MSc Dr. Heyu Ni

Wu Yunke PSL PhD Dr. Zhong-ping Feng

Huang Yi-Syuan PSL PhD Dr. Zhong-Ping Feng

Ho Hio Lam PSL PhD Dr. Hong-Shuo Sun

Niu Yuchao (Melanie) PSL PhD Dr. Zhong-Ping Feng

Ricaloglu Erin PSY  PhD Dr. Iva Zovkic

Rehman Rehan PSY  PhD Dr. Donald Mabbott

Wang Xinni PSY  PhD Dr. Doug VanderLaan

Ginson Brooke PSY  PhD Dr. Francesco Leri

Aziz Angelika REH MSc Dr. Sally Lindsay

Congratulations to CPIN Trainees

Congratulations to CPIN student members on recently completing the CPIN requirements and graduating from

their program!

Last Name First Name  Home Unit  Degree  Supervisor 

El-Sayed Rima IMS PhD Dr. Karen Davis

Gupta Kanak IMS MSc Dr. Liisa Galea

Pauli Quinn  PHM PhD Dr. Rob Bonin

Zolis Angela  PSL MSc Dr. Evelyn Lambe

Premachandran Hanista  PSY PhD Dr. Maithe Arruda-Carvalho

2026 Toronto Brain Bee

Toronto Brain Bee registration is now open for high school students in the GTA region.

The Brain Bee is a written neuroscience knowledge-based competition and will take place on March 27, 2026

(updated date) at the University of Toronto (St. George campus).

Please visit here for registration, and the Toronto Brain Bee website for additional information. For co-sponsorship

opportunities, please contact the CPIN Office at p.neuroscience@utoronto.ca.

Share Your News With Us

We would love to hear from you!

CPIN Trainees and Faculty are encouraged to submit news about publications, awards, and other achievements

and activities to be featured on the CPIN website and newsletter. Please submit your news using the form here.

Reminders

Applying to CPIN

Interested in a CPIN membership? We welcome

you to visit the CPIN website and fill out the

application forms.

For students: student application form

For postdoctoral fellows: postdoctoral

membership form 

For faculty members:  faculty membership form

CPIN Student Completion Form

CPIN graduate students who have completed

both their home department and CPIN trainee

requirements must fill in the online completion

form.

 

CPIN 2025-2026 Distinguished Lecturer

Nominations

CPIN trainee & faculty members are welcome to

nominate potential speakers for the 2024-

2025 Neuroscience Distinguished Lectureship

Series.

Nominations will be reviewed by the CPIN

Committee for approval. We would like again to

emphasize the importance of EDI in the CPIN

community and particularly encourage and

welcome nominees and/or nominators that

include visible minority groups, women,

Aboriginal persons, persons with disabilities,

members of sexual minority groups, and others.
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