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In this newsletter:

Upcoming Distinguished Lectures

Faculty News: new members

Trainee News: congratulations on your achievement, program completion

You can find an online version of this campaign on our website if you are interested in downloading it and keeping

it for your records. You can also click on the PDF icon on top right corner of this newsletter.

2026-2027 CPIN Distinguished Lectures

CPIN Distinguished Lecture 

 

   Speaker |  

 

Dr. Daniel Dilks, PhD (Speaker Information)

Associate Professor, Emory University

          Title |  

 
"How the Brain Organizes Human Experience:

Lessons from Scene Processing"

           Date |

 
Thursday, August 27, 2026

          Time | 

 
10:00 AM

 

 
    Location |  

 

Sidney Smith Hall (100 St. George Street),

room 4043 (Psych Lounge) 

Zoom option: https://utoronto.zoom.us/j/86043828465

 

         Host |  

 

Dr. Jonathan Cant, PhD

Professor

Department of Psychology

University of Toronto Scarborough

 
Co-Sponsor |

 

Ebbinghaus Empire Series

Department of Psychology

University of Toronto Scarborough

More Information

CPIN Distinguished Lecture 

 

   Speaker |  

 

Dr. Gilles Lavigne, PhD, DMD, MSc (Speaker Information)

Professor, Faculty of Dental Medicine and Oral Health Sciences,

McGill University

Joint appointment at the Montreal Neurological Institute

          Title |   "Sleep and Pai: How they Interact"

         

           Date |

 
Tuesday, September 1, 2026

          Time |  2:00 PM

      Location |  Health Sciences Building, room 108

 

         Host |  

 

Dr. Massieh Moayedi

Associate Professor & Canada Research Chair in Pain

NeuroImaging

University of Toronto Centre for the Study of Pain Scientist

Faculty of Dentistry

University of Toronto 

    Sponsor | The University of Toronto Centre for the Study of Pain

More Information

CPIN Trainees should fill the online lecture report form following the lecture.

Welcome CPIN Faculty Members

We would like to welcome Dr. Jimmy Fraigne (Assistant Professor,

Department of Cell & Systems Biology, University of Toronto) to the CPIN

Program. Dr. Jimmy Fraigne is an Assistant Professor (Teaching Stream) in

the Department of Cell & Systems Biology at the University of Toronto and

specializes in sleep neurobiology and circuit neuroscience. His research aims

to determine how neural circuits control sleep and motor behaviour. His main

research questions focus on how the nervous system couples arousal with the

appropriate motor behaviour, and how REM sleep is generated. His research

also focuses on how specific neural circuits underlie neurodegenerative diseases (i.e., Narcolepsy,

Synucleinopathies, and Alzheimer's). Dr. Fraigne is passionate about teaching both undergraduate and graduate

students. His pedagogy focuses on promoting scientific literacy and critical thinking skills through active learning.

His interests include experiential learning, computational & data science, AI-assisted coding, sleep equity, and

inclusive learning environments.

We would like to welcome Dr. Eyal Gruntman (Assistant Professor, Biological

Sciences Department, University of Toronto Scarborough), to the CPIN

Program. His research studies how the brain extracts visual information to

guide behaviour. 

The 2D input perceived by photoreceptors allows organisms to identify

objects, separate them from the background, and determine their motion

direction. These fundamental computations happen already in the retina,

before the visual information is even sent to the brain. The focus of the Gruntman laboratory is to understand how

visual circuits carry out these computations and how the brain assembles complex percepts from elementary

features.  

Prof. Gruntman’s lab uses the fruit fly, Drosophila melanogaster, as a model organism, utilizing its rich repertoire

of visually guided behaviours, powerful genetic tools, and complete electron microscopy connectome datasets. By

combining electrophysiology with behavioural analysis and modern Drosophila tools to trace and manipulate

neural circuits, the lab aims to uncover single-neuron computations within the context of brain-wide networks. 

http://www.neuroscience.utoronto.ca/
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https://utoronto.zoom.us/j/86043828465
https://neuroscience.utoronto.ca/news/dr-daniel-dilks-how-brain-organizes-human-experience-lessons-scene-processing
https://www.mcgill.ca/dentistry/gilles-lavigne
https://neuroscience.utoronto.ca/news/dr-gilles-lavigne-sleep-and-pai-how-they-interact
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Congratulations to CPIN Trainees 

Congratulations to CPIN student member Kendall Mar (Department of

Psychology, supervised by Dr. Junchul Kim) on completing the CPIN

requirements and graduating from her PhD program. 

Kendall Mar completed her PhD in Behavioural Neuroscience in the

Department of Psychology at the University of Toronto under the supervision

of Dr. Junchul Kim. Her doctoral research investigated the neural circuits

underlying spatial memory and navigation, with a particular focus on the role

of the mammillary bodies in path integration and Alzheimer's disease. Throughout her graduate training, Kendall

authored several peer-reviewed publications, including first-author papers in Behavioural Brain Research (2024),

which identified age-dependent path integration deficits in the 5xFAD mouse model of Alzheimer's disease, and

Brain Research Bulletin (2025), which introduced a novel behavioural assay for investigating conflicts between

allocentric and egocentric spatial memory. She presented her research at national and international conferences,

including the Society for Neuroscience, the Canadian Association for Neuroscience, and the Cold Spring Harbor

Laboratory Conference on Neuronal Circuits. Her academic excellence was recognized by the Natural Sciences

and Engineering Research Counsil of Canada Graduate Scholarship and the Ontario Graduate Scholarship.

Beyond her research, Kendall supported the development of undergraduate researchers through mentorship,

training, and effective science communication. She is excited to apply her scientific expertise in research-focused

roles that translate neuroscientific discoveries into evidence-based solutions with real-world impact.

Congratulations to CPIN Trainee, Jonathan Monteiro, for receiving

the prestigious University of Toronto Faculty of Medicine Mr. Robert and Ms.

Francine Ruggles Innovation Award, based on his research innovation,

productivity, and potential impact on his field.

The Mr. Robert and Ms. Francine Ruggles Innovation Award is awarded to an

MD/PhD student currently in full-time studies in a graduate program, whose

research demonstrates innovation related to the use of devices, patient care,

sustainability at the health system, or research. The review committee bases their decision on the innovative

aspects of the trainee's research work, outstanding research productivity, and high potential impact on the

trainee's chosen field of study. 

Share Your News With Us

We would love to hear from you!

CPIN Trainees and Faculty are encouraged to submit news about publications, awards, and other achievements

and activities to be featured on the CPIN website and newsletter. Please submit your news using the form here.

Reminders

Applying to CPIN

Interested in a CPIN membership? We welcome

you to visit the CPIN website and fill out the

application forms.

For students: student application form

For postdoctoral fellows: postdoctoral

membership form 

For faculty members:  faculty membership form

CPIN Student Completion Form

CPIN graduate students who have completed

both their home department and CPIN trainee

requirements must fill in the online completion

form.

 

CPIN 2025-2026 Distinguished Lecturer

Nominations

CPIN trainee & faculty members are welcome to

nominate potential speakers for the 2024-

2025 Neuroscience Distinguished Lectureship

Series.

Nominations will be reviewed by the CPIN

Committee for approval. We would like again to

emphasize the importance of EDI in the CPIN

community and particularly encourage and

welcome nominees and/or nominators that

include visible minority groups, women,

Aboriginal persons, persons with disabilities,

members of sexual minority groups, and others.

Published by

Zhong-Ping Feng

Director

CPIN

Kateryna Maksymenko

Tina M. Zhu

Sara Bawany

Admin

CPIN

Lead Faculty

Temerty Faculty of Medicine

CPIN Sponsors

Krembil Research Institute 

CPIN Participating Units

Applied Psychology & Human Development

Biochemistry

Biomedical Engineering

Cell & Systems Biology

Computer Science

Dentistry

Immunology

Kinesiology

Laboratory Medicine & Pathobiology

Medical Biophysics

Medical Science

Music

Pharmaceutical Sciences

Pharmacology & Toxicology

Physiology

Psychology

Public Health

Rehabilitation Science
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